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Political Parties

( Fastracl« Revision )

A political party is a group of people who aim to attain power
in the government through elections. It mobilises voters to
support common sets of interests, concerns and goals.

» A political party works with an objective to promote

the collective good on the basis of some policies and

programmes. They seek to Implement these policies by

winning popular support through electlons.

A political party has the following three components:

> The leaders

» The actlve members

» The followers

Political parties perform various Functions which are as

follows:

> In most democracles, elections are Fought malnly
among the candidates put up by the political parties.

» Partles put fForward different policles and programmes
and the voters choose from amongst them.

> Parties play a decisive role in making laws for a country.

» Partles form and run governments.

Parties that could not get majority from the opposition.

They criticise government For its Fallure or wrong policies.

» Partles shape public oplnion. They raise and highlight
issues and with the help of pressure groups launch
movements For solving problems faced by the people.

> Parties ensure people's access to government
machinery and also to welfare schemes implemented by
the government.

We need political parties because of the various functions

performed by them. Also, democracy cannot exist without

political parties.

Broadly, political party system can be divided into the

fFollowing three categories:

» Single (One-party) System

» Bl-party (Two-party) System

» Multl-party System

One-party system has been popular in Communist

countries and other authorltarlan regimes le, China,

North Korea and Cuba.

Y

» Two-party system prevalls in Great Britain and the United

States of America in which only two major dominant
parties hold significant number of seats.

Multl-party system is the most common type of party system
in which more than two parties have the capadty to gain
control of the government separately or in the coalition.

» A political party can be national or reglonal.

>

National political parties are country-wide parties. These
parties have thelr unlts in varlous states. These unlts
Follow the same policies, programmes and strategies that
are decided at the national level.
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;1 State/regional parties.

> Political

s~ rather than fundamental principles.

» A party that secures at least 6% votes in Lok Sabha

elections or Assembly elections in four states and wins
at least Four seats in the Lok Sabha, is consldered and
recognised as a National Party.

» There are seven recognised parties in India as of 2018.

These are as fFollows:

» Indian National Congress (INC)

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

Bahujan Sama] Party (BSP)

Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M)
Communist Party of India (CPI)
Nationallst Congress Party (NCP)

All Indla Trinamool Congress (AITC) Party

wledge BGOSTER ;

Samajwadi Party, Rashtriya Janata Dal, Biju Janata Dal,
Sikkim Democratic Front are some of the important

Y Y vYYVY

» On the other hand, the party which secures at least 6%

votes in the State Leglslative Assembly and wins at least
two seats is recognised and considered as a State Party.

» Most of the parties in India are classified by the Election

Commisslon as 'State Partles’. These partles are actively
involved in state politics and are commonly referred to as
‘Reglonal Parties’.

parties in our country are Facing several
challenges. Important among these are as follows:

» Lack of internal democracy within parties.

> Dynastic succession.

» Money and muscle power.

» No meaningful choice for the voters.

dwledge BOOSTER :

Labour Party and Conservative Party of Britain are bwo
parties which differ only on detalls of implementation

» In order to Face the challenges, political parties need to

be reformed. The following measures were taken:

» The Constitution was amended to prevent elected
MLAs and MPs from changing parties, since many
elected representatives were indulging in defection in
order to become ministers or for cash rewards.

» In order to reduce the influence of money power and
muscle power (criminals), the Supreme Court of our
country passed an order. Now, it is mandatory for every
candlidate to File an affidavit giving detalls of his/her
property and of criminal cases pending against him/her.
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» The Election Commisslon passed an order far the
political parties to hold their organisational elections

» Beslde these measures, many suggestions are made to

and file their income tax returns.

reform political parties which are as Follows:

> A law should be made to requlate the internal affairs
of political parties. It should be made compulsory for

_‘

political partles to maintain a register of its members,

Follow its own constitution and hold open elections to
the highest posts.

» It should be made mandatory for political parties to
glve a minimum number of tickets about one-third to
women candidates.

» There should be state funding of elections. The
government should give partles money, petrol, paper,
telephone, etc., to support their election expenses.

& Practice Exercise

Multiple choice Questions \

QL What is meant by ‘Political Party’?

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

QB i

Q7.

Q8.
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a. A group of politically sound peaple

b. A group of people come together to contest
elections to hold power in the government

c. A group of people who vant to be in power.

d. A group of people who want to amend the
Constitution.

Which is not the component of a political party?
a. The leaders b. The followers
c. The active members d. The minlsters

The clearly visible institutions of a democracy are:
a. people b. societies
c. political parties d. pressure groups

Which is not a function of political party?
3. To contest election

b. Faith In violent methods

c. Political education to the people

d. Form public opinion

Without the political parties, the utility of the
government will remain:
a. uncertain
C peaceful

b. powerful
d. None of these

.....s. 1S @Nn organised group of person who
come together to contest election and try to hold
power in government.
a. Political party

c. Parliament

b. Democracy
d. None of these

Through which of these functions political parties

exercise power?

a. Partles contest electlons

b. They play a decisive role In making laws for a
country

c They form and run governments

d. All of the above

Who chooses the candidates for contesting

elections in India?

a. Members and supporters of the party
b. Top party leadership

C The existing government

d. None of the above

Q9. The rise of political parties can be linked directly to
the emergence of ............. .
a. direct democracy
b. dictatorship
c. manarchy
d. representative democracy

ge BEOSTER ..

Political partles are a symbol of representative
democracy. They are groups of politically oware
cltizens who are Interested in running the government/
country as representatives of common people.

Q10. The political partles of a country have a
fundamental political ............. in a society.
a. choice b. division C. support  d. power
Q1L Members of ruling party follows the directions of:
a. people b. party leaders
C pressure groups d. None of these

Q12. In a democratic country, any group of citizens Is
free to form:
a. a political party b. soclety
c. religion d. All of these
Q 13. Under which system, only one-party is allowed to
function?
a. Single-party system  b. Bi-party system
c. Multi-party system d. None of these
Q 14. Which one of the following party systems Is against
the basic principle of democracy?
a. Multl-party system b. Bi-party system
c Single-party system  d. None of these
Q 15. Which of the following countries have one-party
system?
a. China b. USA c UK d. India
Q 16. Which one of the following countries has two party
system? (CBSE2023)
a. China b. Russia ¢ America d. India
Q17. What is the name of the alliance that formed the

government in 1998 in India?
a. National Demaocratic Alliance
b. United Progressive Alliance
c Natlonal Progresslve Allance
d. United Democratic Alliance
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Q18. Which of the following countries have bi-party

Q 26.

When was the Communist Party of India-Marxist
(CPI-M) formed?

system? (NCERT)
a. United Kingdom and Belgium a. 1956 b. 1986
b. United States of America and Canada C. 1946 d. 1964
c. United Kingdom and United States of Amerlca Q27. Which of these statements is incorrect about
d. All of the above (CPI-M)?
Q19. Which of the following political party was founded a. Supports soclalism. secularism and democracy
in 19882 b. Opposes imperialism and communalism
3 All Int:_ﬂa Trinamool Congress Party c. Wants to secure socio-economic justice in India
b. Nationalist Congress Party d. None of the above
c. Aam Aadml Party Q28. In which of these states does the (CPI-M) enjoy
d. Bharatlya Janata Party strong support?
|BI|E AOSTER a. Uttar Pradesh b. Andhra Pradesh
W : BB 5 i c. West Bengal d. Chhattisgarh
Al !ndmlTnnumaaf Cong ress wos J C{U”dfd under {:hE Q 29. Arrange political parties according to their year of
leadership of Mamata Banerjee and is currently ruling i .
in West Benaal since 2011 formation in increasing order:
X ? | (i) BSP (ii) BIP
Q20. In this party system, generally power changes (iii) INC (iv) CPI
between two main parties: a. (i), (iv), (iii). (ii) b. (iii), (iv). (i), (ii)
o oen | bemasen  cmO0m o @00
wiedge BOOSTER 3 g8 BOOSTER «
In India, multi-party system is followed while in UK The years of formation of given political parties are:
and USA two party (Bi-party) system is followed. INC — 1885 CPI'= 1925
Single party system is followed in China where the BJP — 1980 BSP — 1984
Chinese Communist Party Is the ruling one since the s
s\ country has got its independence in 1949. Q 30. Which of the following is a regional party?
. Bharati p P
Q2L ...........alliance formed by the Congress party. E E irathjanatz af’b;B(SB;))
a. Natlonal Democratic Allance (NDA) i |_|r|an =(HR] EArty
b. All India Cangress (AIC) c. Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
¢ AllIndla Congress Committee (AICC) d. Communist Party of Indla-Marxist (CPI-M)
d. United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Q31. Which of the following statements are not
. ; ! o ; 5
Q 22. What Is the guiding philosophy of Bharatiya Janata associated with a regional political party in India:
Party? a. It gets 6 per cent of the total votes In the Lok
a. Cultural nationallsm 5abha election
b. Religion above all b. It gets 2 scseats in the elections for State
c. No discrimination on the basls of caste Legislatures
d. Equal oppartunity for all c. It gets 6 per cent of the total votes in an electlon
Q 23. The Bahujan Samaj Party stands for what cause? to the Leglslative Assembly of a State
a. Securing the interest of the oppressed people d. All of the above
b. Equal rights for women N Q 32. Which of the following institutions in India has
c. No discrimination on the basis of religion passed an order for every candidate who contests
d. Economic emancipation of women elections to file an affidavit giving details of
Q24. When and under whose leadership was Bahujan property and criminal cases?
Samaj Party (ESP? formed? a. Supreme Court of India
;‘ }ggi f;‘avar:ﬁt' b. Election Commisslon of Indla
) . Kanshl Ram .
c. 1985, Mulayam Singh Yadav ; Cnnsftjt:tmn; i
d. 1986, Bhalanlal - Allofthe above - _
Q25. Uniform Civil Code for all people living in the 333 Which of these alliances were there in 2004

country irrespective of religion is the agenda of:

a. Indian National Congress
b. Bharatlya Janata Party

c. Nationalist Party of India
d. Nationalist Congress Party
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parliamentary elections in India?
a. National Democratic Allance

b. The United Progressive Alliance
c. Left Front

d. All of the above
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Q 34.

Q 35.

Q 36.

Q37

Q 38.

Q 39.
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What is a signed document submitted to an officer
regarding his/her personal information known as:
a. Affidavit b. Declaration

c. Agreement d. Appeal

Which of these statements Is correct?

a. Every party in the country has to register with the
Election Commisslon

b. The Commission treats all the parties equally

c It offers some special facllities to large and
established parties

d. All of the above

Study the following picture and answer the

question that follows:

0%

Crunching the Numbery

0
OF OUNADIANS THNK éé A 'D/
THAT THE LIBERALS 0
) r LANS A
DESERYE A CHANE. %fwﬂu P%ngm?gf :

SHIULD BE LockeD N
TE TRUNK OF A 82

Which of the following best signifies this cartoon?

a. People hate politics

b. People want to throw away the politicians in
Nlagara Falls

c. Political parties are one of the least trusted
institutions all over the world

d. People of Canada think that the Uberals should
be in power.

How many parties are reglstered with the Election

Commission of India?
a. 250 b. 300
c 500 d. More than 750

Political parties can be reformed by:
a. reducing the role of muscle power
b. reducing the role of money

c. state funding of elections

d. All of the above

Match the following and choose the correct option:

Column | Column I
A Single-party system L India
B. Bi-party system 2. China
C. Multl-party system 3. UK
A B 5 A B C
a. 2 3 ] b. 3 2 |
c 1 2 3 d 2 ] 3

Q 40.

Q4L

Q42.

Q43.

Choose the correct pair from the following:

Column | Column Il
(Political Parties) (Ideologles)
A_ Bharatiya Janata 1. Uniform Civil Code

Party

B. Bahujan Sama| Party| 2. Supports new
economic reforms

with a human face

C.  Indian National 3. Believes in Marxism-
Congress Leninism
D. Communist Party of| 4. Seeks to represent
India and secure power
for the Bahulan
Samaj
a. A—1 b. B—2
& (=3 d D4

Read the information given below and choose the
correct optlon:

It is one of the oldest parties of the world and was
founded in 1885 and has experienced many splits.
It has played a dominant role in Indian politics at
the national and state level for several decades
after India's Independence. Under the leadership
of Jawaharlal Nehru, the party sought to build a
modern secular democratic republic in Indla.

a. Communist Party of Indla (CPI)

b. All Indla Trinamool Congress (AITC)

¢ Indian National Congress (INC)

d. Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)

The emergence of ............... is directly connected to
the rise of political parties. (CBSE SQP 2023-24)
a. Monitory democracies

b. Direct democracies

c Representative democracies

d. Constitutional democracies

Which of the following statements will be
considered by a political party while forming a
government? (CBSESQP 2023-24)

Statement (l): Representatives of different castes
and tribes.

Statement (l1): Representatives of all religions.
Statement (l11): Representatives of the elite.

Statement (IV): Representatives of the Non-
residents of India NRI.

a. Statement (1) and (II) are right.

b. Statement (1). (I1) and (lll) are right.

c. Statement (lll) is right.

d. Only statement (IV) s right
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Q44.

Q 45.

Q 46.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (I): India has parliamentary system of
government.

Statement (l1): Indian Parllament is bicameral
Statement (lll): Only those parties that are
recognised as national parties can contest in

elections for parliament.

a. Statement (I) and (ll) are right.

b. Only statement (1) Is right.

c. Statement (1). (I1) and (Ill) are right.
d. Only statement (lll) are right

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (l): Elections limit the power of a
government.

Statement (ll): In a democracy, all governments
are elected for fixed periods in India. In India, this

period is four year.

a. Statement (I) is correct and (Il) is incorrect.
b. Statement (I) is Incarrect and (ll) Is correct.
C. Both statements are Incorrect

d. Both statements are correct.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (I): There is disparity within groups in
the society.

Statement (ll): The government recognises this
disparity. And makes special provisions for groups
with in society that are unequal.

a. Statement (1) is correct and (Il) is incorrect.

b. Statement (I) is Incarrect and (ll) Is correct.

c. Both statements are Incorrect
d. Bath statements are correct.

-€) Assertion & Reason Type Questions N

Directions (Q.Nos. 47-52): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A)
and Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct

optian:

Q 47.

Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true
and Reason (R) is the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) is not the correct explanation aof (A).
Assertion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.
Assertlon (A) is false. but Reasan (R) Is true.

d.

C
d.
Assertion (A): Parties play a declsive role in making
laws for a country.

Reason (R): Opposition partles also mobllise
opposition to the government.
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Q 48.

Q 49.

Q 50.

Q5L

Q 52.

1.
6.
1.

16.
21.
26.
31.
36.
41.
46.
51.

Assertion (A): Generally, political parties do not
conduct internal elections reqularly.

Reason (R): Personal loyalty to leaders becomes
more important than the principles of the party.

Assertion (A): India has multi-party system.
Reason (R): The multi-party system often appears
very messy and leads to political instability.

Assertion (A): One-party political system is not
consldered a good democratic system.

Reason (R): One-party system has no democratic
option.

Assertion (A): Political parties play the role of both
party in power as well as opposition.

Reason (R): Concentration of power in one or few
leaders leads to lack of internal democracy within
political party.

Assertion (A): India has a multiparty system.
Reason (R): k is because of the soclal and

geographical diversities in India. (CBSE2023)
Answers
\ 4

(b) 2. (d) 3. (¢ 4, (b) 5. (a)
(a) 7. (d) 8. (b) 9. (d 10. (b)
(b) 12. (a) 3. () . (0 15. (a)
(c) 17. (3) 18. (o) 19. (a) 20. (3a)
(d 22 (a) 23. (3) 24 (b) 25 (b)
(d 27. (d 28. (¢ 29. (d 30. (¢
(3 32 (3 33. (d 34. () 35 (d)
(c) 37. (d) 38. (d) 39. (a) 40. (3)
(c) 42 (¢ 43. (3) 44 (3) 45. (3)
(d) 47. (b) 4B8. (3) 49. (b) 50. (3)
(b) B2. (a)

-€) Source Based Questions N

Source 1

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate opfion:

Basically political parties fill political offices
and exercise political power. Parties do so by
performing a series of functions:

Parties contest elections: In most democracies,
elections are fought mainly among the candidates
put up by political parties. Parties select their
candidates in different ways. In some countries,
such as the USA, members and supporters of a
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QL

Q2.
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party choose its candidates. Now more and more
countries are following this method. In other
countries like India, top party leaders choose
candidates for contesting elections.

Parties put forward different policies and
programmes and the voters choose from them.
Each of us may have different opinions and views
on what policies are suitable for the society. But
no government can handle such a large variety of
views. In a democracy, a large number of similar
opinions have to be grouped together to provide
a direction in which policies can be formulated
by the governments. This is what the parties do.
A party reduces a vast multitude of opinions
into a few basic positions which it supports. A
government 1s expected to base its policies on the
line taken by the ruling party.

Parties play a decisive role in making laws for a
country. Formally, laws are debated and passed
in the legislature. But since most of the members
belong to a party, they go by the direction of the party
leadership, imespective of their personal opinions.
Parties form and run governments as we noted last
year, the big policy decisions are taken by political
executive that comes from the political parties.
Parties recruit leaders, train them and then make
them ministers (o run the government in the way
they want.

Those parties that lose in the eleclions play the role
of opposition to the parties in power, by voicing
different views and criticising government for ils
failures or wrong policies. Opposition parties also
mobilise opposition to the government.

Parties shape public opinion. They raise and
highlight 1ssues.

Parties provide people access to government
machinery and welfare schemes implemented by
governments.

Which method is more popular in USA to choose a

candidate for a political party?

a. Members and supporter of a party choose
candldates.

b. Party leaders choose candidates.

C Members of Important business organisations
choose candidates.

d. None of the above

In democracy how the policies can be formulated

by the governments?

a. From a large number of opinions. best are
selected.

b. Party reduces a large number of opinions into
some basic principles.

Q3.

Q5.

Q6.

c. Prime Minister selects the policies.

d. Presldent suggests which are to be accepted as
policies.

For making a law, members of the legislature go by

the:

a. direction of the party leadership
b. their personal choice

c direction of the President

d. Both a. and c.

. Opposition parties can play their role:

a. by volcing different views from the ruling party.

b. by criticlsing governments for its failures or
wrang policies.

c. by mobilising opposition to the government.

d. All of the above

Parties shape publicopinion and launch movements

for:

a. recruitment of leaders

b. resolution aof problems faced by people

c. making changes in policies of government
d. providing direction to policy formulation

Two statements are given in the question below as
Assertion (A) and Reason (R). Read the statements
and choose the appropriate option:

Assertion (A): Parties play a decisive role in making

laws for a country.

Reason (R): Party members follow the direction of

party leaders instead of thelr personal opinions.

a. Bath Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true
and Reason (R) is the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

b. Bath Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) is not the carrect explanation of
Assertion (A).

c Assertlon (A) Is true. but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) is false, but Reasan (R) is true.

Answers -
3.(3 4 (d) 5@ 6(b

Source 2

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow:

Popular dissatisfaction and criticism has focused
on four problem areas in the working of political
parties. Political parties need to face and overcome
these challenges in order to remain effective
instruments of democracy. The first challenge i1s
lack of internal democracy within parties. All over
the world there 1s a tendency in political parties
towards the concentration of power in one or few
lcaders at the top. Parties do not keep membership
registers, do not hold organisational meetings, and
do not conduct internal elections regularly.
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QL

Ans.

Q2.

Ans.

Q3.

Ans.

Ordinary members of the party do not get sufficient
information on what happens inside the party.
They do not have the means or the connections
needed to influence the decisions. As a result the
leaders assume greater power to make decisions in
the name of the party.

The second challenge of dynastic succession is
related to the first one. Since most political parties
do not practice open and transparent procedures for
their functioning, there arc very few ways for an
ordinary worker to nisc to the top in a party. Those
who happen to be the leaders are in a position of
unfair advantage to favour people close to them or
even their family members.

The third challenge is about the growing role of
money and muscle power in parties, especially
during clections. Since parties are focused only
on winning clections, they tend to use short-cuts
to win e¢lections. The fourth challenge 1s that very
often parties do not seem to offer a meaningful
choice to the voters. In order to offer meaningful
choice, parties must be significantly different.
In recent years there has been a decline in the
ideological differences among parties in most
parts of the world.

What should a political party do to remain an
indispensable instrument of democracy?

A political party needs to face and overcome the
challenges in order to remaln an indispensable
instrument of democracy.

Why is there lack of internal democracy in political

party?
There Is lack of internal democracy in political party
due to:
(i) concentration of power in one or few leaders.
(i) not holding organisational meetings and
Internal elections.
(i) not keeping membership register.

(Any two )

Why do political parties not seem to offer a
meaningful choice to the voters?

Political parties do not seem to offer a meaningful
cholce to the voters as there Is a decline in the
ideological differences among parties.

Source 3
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Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow:

Democracies that follow a federal system all over
the world tend to have two kinds of political parties:
parties that are present in only one of the federal
units and parties that are present in several or all
units of the federation. This 1s the case in India as
well. There are some countrywide parties, which
are called ‘national parties’. These parties have their

QL

Ans.

Q2

Ans.

Q3.

Ans.

units in various states. But by and large, all these
units follow the same policies, programmers and
strategy that is decided at the national level. Every
party in the country has to register with the Election
Commission. While the Commission treats all
partics equally, it offers some special facilities to
large and established parties. These parties are given
a unique symbol only the official candidates of
that party can use that election symbol. Parties that
get this privilege and some other special facilities
are ‘recognised’ by the Electon Commission
for this purpose. That is why, thesc parties arc
called ‘recognised political parties’. The Election
Commission has laid down detailed criteria of the
proportion of votes and seats that a party must get in
order to be a recognised party. A party that secures
at least six per cent of the total voltes in an clection
to the Legislative Assembly of a State and wins at
least two sealts is recognised as a State party. A party
that secures at least six per cent of the total votes in
Lok Sabha elections or Assembly electons in four
States and wins at least four seats in the Lok Sabha
is recognised as a national party.

Who Issues symbols to the political parties?

The Election Commission of Indla issues symbols to

the political parties.

What is the criteria laild down by the Election

Commission to be recognised as a state party?

The criterla lald down by the Electlon Commission to

be recognised as a state party are:

() It must secure at least 6 per cent of the total

votes In an election to the Leglslative Assembly
of a state.

(i) It should win at least two seats.

Which parties are called as recognised political
parties?
The parties which are given a unique symbol ie.
only the official candidates of that party can use
that election symbol are called recognised political
parties.

-€) Very Short Answer Type Questions N

QL

Ans.

Q2.

Ans.

What is an important function of a political party in
India?

An Important function of a political party In Indla Is
to contest electlons.

Identify the function being performed by the
activists of political party.
The political parties criticlse the government for its
failures or wrong policies.
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Q3.

The government helps people at the time of natural
disasters. Identify the function being performed

Q8.

Why Is one-party political system not considered a
good democratic system? (CBSE2016)

by the leaders of the political party who run the  Ans. One-party political system Is not considered a good
government. democratic system as one-party system has no
Ans. Political parties provide people access to government democratic option.
machinery and welfare schemes. Q9. Why did India adopt multi-party system? (CB5E2016)
Q4. Glve the meaning of a political party. Ans. India adupj:ed multi-party system because:
Ans. A political party is a group of people who aim to ) India 15 3 wrge EE.'L.IHW a0d_hay social and
attain power In the government through elections. EEROEIG L DTN cR
(i) All these diversities can be accommodated
Q5. Suggest any one way to make political parties if there is a multi-party system and just one-
more responsive to the people’s need and demand. party ar two-party system will not help In more
(CBSE2020) representation and particlpation of people In
Ans. Political parties can be made mare responsive democratic processes.
through organised petitions. agitations and publicity g 10. Name the alliance formed by the Congress Party.
by various groups. (CBSE2016)
Q 6. Differentiate between one party and two party Ans. United Progressive Alliance (UPA) is the alliance
system. (CBSE SQP 2022 Term-2) formed by the Congress Party,.
OR Q 1L Which party was the principal opposition party in
How is one-party system different from two party Lok Sabha in 20047 (CBSE2016)
system? Explain with examples. (CBSE2022Term2) ~ Ans. Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP) was the principal
Ans. Difference between one party and two party system opposition party in Lok Sabha in 2004.
ara: Q 12. Name anyone political party that has national level
_ political organisation but not recognised as the
S | Basisof | OneParty Twa Parly national political party. (CBSE 2016)
N9 || Rifterence SYSIem SySEEm Ans. Samajwadi Party/Samata Party/Rashtriva Janata
(i) Definition | Countries Countries Dal has national level political organisation but is
where only where only nat recognised as the natianal political party.
one party two main Q13. Whatis the gquiding philosophy of Bharatiya
Is allowed parties Janata Party? (CBSE2015)
to control contest Ans. The guiding philosophy of BJP Is as follows:
and run the elections are :
zovernment | called two (i) Cultural nationalism
are called one | party system. () Indla's anclent culture and values.
party system. Q 14. Which organisation recognise ‘political parties’ in
Indla? (CBSE2017)
(i) | Examples fIn China, {?ﬂl\,f The United Ans. The Electlon Commission of Indla Is responsible to
Sunlullie Sttes ot recognise ‘political parties’ In Indla.
Party [s America
allowed to and United Q 15. Name any two regional parties of West Bengal
rile. Kingdom are Ans. The two regional parties of West Bengal are:
examples of (i) Marxist Forward Bloc
two party (i) All Indla Trinamool Congress
system. Q16. What is the requirement laid down by the Election
Q7. Suggest anyone way to promote the public Commission for a political party to be recognised
participation in the political parties for enhancing as a 'State Party'? (CBSE2015)
the quality of democracy. (CBSE2020) Ans. A party that secures at least six per cent of the total
Ans. Public participation in the political parties can be votes in an election to the Legislative Assembly of a
promoted in the following ways: state and wins at least two seats is recognised as a
(I) Parties should make their election process state party.
more transparent and elect more candidates Q17. Differentiate between ruling and opposition
from among the common people. parties. (CBSE 2022 Term-2)
(ii) Varlous platforms like soclal media can be used Ans. The party which wins the majority of seats In the

to allocate them small responsibilities so as to
maintain their interest in various activities of

party

election is known as the ruling party. On the other
hand, the party which is not able to get the malority
seats Is known as the opposition party.
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Q 18. Ifallthe decisions of a political party are made by a
single family and all other members are neglected,

then what challenge is being faced by that party?
(CBSE2015)

Ans. Challenge of dynastic succession is belng faced by
that party.

Q 19. Why do political parties involve partisanship?

Ans. Political parties involve partisanshlp because parties

are about a part of the society and their identity

political existence is defined by the policies they

support and the interests they uphold.

Q20. How can democratic reforms be carried out by

(CBSE2019)

Ans. Democratic reforms can be carried out by political
conscious citizens by improving the quality of
participation by the citizens in political affairs. These
reforms should be carried out so that the decision
can be taken with complete awareness.

political conscious citizens?

-) Short Answer Questions N

Q1. How do the political parties help in the formation
of public opinion? Explain.
Ans. The ways In which political partles help In the
formation of public oplnion are:

(i) The parties have lakhs of members and activists
spread all over the country.

(i) Many pressure groups are the extension of
political parties among different sections of the
society.

(iii) The parties also launch movements for the
solution of problems faced by the people.

(lv) The parties also raise and highlight public Issues
through mass media. (Any three)

Q2. Describe any three main features of two-party
system.

Ans. The main features of two-party system are:
(I) People get a clear cholce In such a system.

(ii) Power usually changes between two parties

and several other parties may exist.

(if) Prompt decislons can be taken and Implemented

(lv) Strong opposition is good for democracy.

(v) There is less corruption and more development
(Any three)

in such a system.

Q 3. What is meant by a ‘national political party'? State
the conditions required to be a national political
party. (CBSE2016)

Ans. Parties that have units in the varlous states and
follow the same policies. programmes and strategy

declded at the national level are called natlonal

political partles.
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The conditions required to be a national political
party are:

(I) The party secures at least 6 per cent of the
total votes Iin general elections of Lok Sabha or
Assembly elections in four states.

(i) The party wins at least 4 seats in Lok Sabha.

Q4. When was the BJP formed? Mention its major
Ideologies. (CBSE2016)
Ans. The BJP was founded in 1980 by reviving the
erstwhile Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
Its features and Ideologies are as follows:
(i) The party wants to build a strong and modern
Indla by drawing Inspiration from Indla’s ancient
culture and values.
(If) Cultural natlonalism or Hindutvals an important
element In its conception of Indlan nationhood
and politics.

(iii) The party wants full territorial and political
integration of Jammu and Kashmir with India.

(iv) A common civil code for all the people living
in the country irrespective of religion. and ban
on religious conversions is also sought by the
party.

Q5. Name the natlonal political party which espouses
secularism and welfare of weaker sections and
minorities. Mention any four features of that party.

Ans. The national political party which espouses
secularism and welfare of weaker sections and
minoritles Is Indlan National Congress (INC).

The four features of this party are listed below:

(i) It was founded in 1885.

() It dominated Indlan politics. both at the
national and state levels for several decades
after India's independence.

(iii) It became the ruling party at the centre till
1977 and then from 1980 to 1989. After 1989.
its support declined.

(iv) It was a centrist party (neither rightist nor
leftist in its ideological orientation.

Q 6. Differentiate between the ideologies of Indian
Natlonal Congress (INC) and Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP). (CBSE2017)
Ans. The INC believes in applied socialism and secularism
that satisfy all sections and subsections of the

soclety. The party favours a fuslon of capitalism and
soclallsm, and secularism Is at the nucleus of the
party's political |deology.

BJPs political |deology has been based on religlon
for a better part of its existence and it advocated the
Ram Jonmobhoomi issue in its initial years. The BIP

believes in a sovereign Hindu state as the ultimate
political Identity of the nation. Politically the party is
mare natlonalistic than soclalistic.
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Q 7. What is meant by regional political party? State the
conditions required to be recognised as a regional
political party. (CBSE2016)

Ans. Parties which are actively involved In state politics
are referred to as regional political parties.
The conditions required to be recognised as a
reglonal party are as follows:
(i) It should secure at least 6 per cent votes in
State Legislative Assembly,.
(i) It should win at least two seats In State
Legislative Assembly.

TiP:
Percentage of votes and seats should be remembered
properly to write this answer.

Q 8. Howare political parties recognised as regional and
national parties in India? Explain with examples.
(CBSE 2019)
Ans. The political partles are recognised as reglonal and
national parties in India by the Election Commission

on the following bases:

(i) National Party: It is a party that secures at
least 6 per cent of the total votes in Lok Sabha
election or Assembly in four states and wins at
least four seats in Lok Sabha. For example BJP,
Indian National Congress etc.

(i) Reglonal Party: It s a party that secures at least
6 per cent of the total votes in an election to the
Legislative Assembly of a state and win at least
two seats. For example Trinamool Congress.
Shiv Sena, DMK etc.

COMMON ERR@R °

Some students forget or do not mention the examples
of each party.

Q9. Explain how the rise of political parties are
directly linked to the emergence of representative
democracies. (CBSE 2022 Term-2)

Ans. The rise of political parties are directly linked to the
emergence of representative democracles In the
following ways:

() When socleties develop and expand. they
become more complex in terms of social.
economic and political relations. So. they
need representatives from parties to sustain
governance.

() Political parties tend to provide the base on
which the representative government Is bullt

(iif) They gather public views on various important
issues. articulate them and present them to the
government.

(iv) Existence of political parties in a representative
democracy ensures that country runs as per its
polcles and Ideologles and has a responsible
accountable government which is answerable
to the people.
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Q 10. State the condition as laid down by the Election
Commission to recognise a ‘state party and national
party.

Ans. The conditions as lald down by the Election
Commisslon to recognise a state party and national
party are:

(i) In a state party, the party members aim to
highlight the regional interests. On the other
hand. a national party gives due importance to
national interests.

(i) A state party can contest in elections only in a
particular state, whereas a national party can
contest in elections all across the country.

(i) Example: BJP and Congress are national parties.
whereas Akali Dal and Trinamool Congress are
state level parties.

Q1L “Nearly everyone of the state parties wants to get
an opportunity to be a part of one or the other
natlonal level coalition.” Support the statement

with arguments. (CBSE 2016)
Ans. The given statement can be supported by the
following arguments:

(i) Over the last three decades. the number and
strength of state parties has expanded. This has
made the Parliament of Indla politically more
diverse.

(i) Nosingle national party has been able to secure
on its own a majority In Lok Sabha. As a result,
the national partles are compelled to form
alliances with state parties.

(iii) Since 1996. nearly everyone of the state partles
has got an opportunity to be a part of one or
the other national level coalition government.
This has contributed to the strengthening of
federallsm and democracy in our country.

(lv) The state parties also want to be a part of
the national level coalition because it helps to
expand their base and ensure national level

recognition for them. (Any three)

Q 12. Howdo moneyand muscle power play an important
role in elections? Explain. (CBSE 2015)

OR
Exhibit the role of money and muscle power among

political parties during elections.
(CBSE SQP 2022 Term-2)

Ans. Money and muscle power play an Important role In
elections in the following ways:
(I) Due to focus on winning electlons. parties tend
to use shortcuts to win elections.
() Partles tend to nominate the candidates who
have or can raise lots of money.

() Rich people and companies tend to have an
influence on the policies and decisions of the
party by providing funds to them.

(iv) Parties support criminals in many cases who
can win the elections. (Any three)
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Q 13. What is meant by defection in democracy? Explain.
Ans. Defection In democracy means moving of a person

from one party to another party for some personal
benefits. It means changing party alleglance from
the party in which a person got elected.

The explanation are as follows:

(I) Defectlon happens when a leglslature after
having been elected from a particular party
leaves it and joins in other party.

(i) According to the amended constitution. if any

MP and MLA changes parties. he or she will lose

seat In the leglslature. The new law has brought

defection down and has made dissent even

more difficult

COMMON ERR@R B

Students don't give complete explanation of defection
in paints.

Q 14. Explain the merits of multi-party system.
(CBSE2023)
Ans. The merits of multl-party systemn are:
(I) This system allows a varlety of Interests and
opinlons to enjoy political representation.

(i) People can make a choice between several
candidates.

Q15. Explain the role of Regional Parties in India
democracy. (CBSE 2023)
Ans. The role of Regional Parties in Indian democracy are:

(i) They provide better governance and a stable
government at the regional level

(i) They make politics more competitive and
popular participation In the political process
more extensive at the grass roots.

(i) They widen the choice for voters in both the

parliamentary and assembly elections.

-€) Long Answer Type Questions N

Q1 What is meant by a political party? Describe the
three components of a political party. (CBSE2015)
Ans. Meaning of Political Party: A political party Is a group
of people who come together to contest elections and
hold power In the government eg. Bharatlya Janata
Party (BIP).
It has the following three components:
(I) The Leaders: The leaders lead the party and
thelr vision Is Instrumental In taking the party
forward. They gulde the workers and formulate

the policles and programmes according to
which the party works.
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(i) The Active Members: The active members viork
at grass roots and implement the policies and
programmes of the party. They also work to
strengthen the support for the party.

(lil) The Followers: These are common people who
have faith In the Ideologles of the party. They
vote for the party during elections. Their support
helps the party to win elections.

Q2. Describe any five major functions of political

parties performed in a democracy. (CBSE2018)
OR

Describe any five functions of political party.
OR (CBSE 2020)

Explain the role of political parties in a democracy.
(CBSE 2019)

OR
Examine the role of political parties in a democratic
country. (CBSE SQP 2022 Torm-2)

OR
“Political parties play an important role in

democratic countries.” Justify the statement.

(CBSE 2022 Term-2)

OR
Explain any five major functions of the political
parties. (CBSE 2023)
Ans. The main functions of a political party are as follows:
(i) To Contest Elections: In most democracies.
elections are fought mainly among the
candidates put up by political parties. In India.

top party leaders choose candidates for
contesting elections.

(ii) Forming Policies and Programmes: Parties put
forward different policles and programmes and
the voters choose from them. Each of them

may have different opinions and views on what
policles are sultable for the saclety.

(lif) Making Laws: When partles come to power,
they make laws for the country. Formally, laws
are debated and subject to voting.

(iv) Parties Form and Run Governments: The party
which attains majority forms the government and
administers the country.

(v) Role of Opposition: Parties that lose In the
elections. play the role of opposition by
criticising the government for its failures or
wrong policies.

(vi) Shaping Public Opinlon: Parties ralse and
highlight Issues. Partles have members and
activists spread all over the country. Many of the
pressure groups are the extenslon of political
parties among different sections of society.
Parties, sometimes also launch movements to
shape public opinian.
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(vii) Access to Government Machinery and
Welfare Schemes: For an ordinary citizen. it is
easy to approach a local party leader than a
government officer. That Is why partles ensure
access to government machinery and welfare
schemes. (Any five)

Q3. What is a political party? Explain any four
characteristics of a political party. (CBSE2019)
Ans. A political party is a group of people who come
together to contest elections and hold power in
the government. They agree on some policies and
pragrammes for promoting national interest
The characteristics of a political party are:
(i) Political parties contest elections and share
power.
(II) Political parties shape public opinion and act as
the face of demacracy and government
(iii) If elected. they form and run the government
and if unable to win a majority. they form an
aliance with other parties to form a coalition
government.

(lv) Political parties agree on some policles and
programmes for the society to promote
collective good.

common] ERR(DR « ]

Students mention the functions of the political party
instead of its characteristics.

Q4. Explain the necessity of political parties in a
democracy. (CBSE2019)

OR
Describe the necessity of political parties in
democratic countries. (CBSE 2020)

OR
“Political parties are a necessary condition for a
democracy.” Analyse the statement with examples.
(CBSE2016)
Ans. Political partles are the axis of the government It
is very difficult to Imagine a democracy without the
political parties due to the given reasons:

(i) Without political parties. every candidate in the
elections will become Independent. So, no one
will be able to make any promise to the people
about any major policy changes and new policies.

(i) As sodeties became large and complex, they
also need some apency to pather different
views on various issues and to present these to
the government. This is fulfilled by the political
parties.

(If) The rise of poltical partles Is directly Unked to
the emergence of representative democracies.
Large scale societies need a representative
democracy.

(lv) The government may be formed, but its utility
will remaln uncertain. Elected representatives
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G- TiP-

will be accountable to their constituencies only.
But no one will be responsible as to how the
country will run.

(v) The role of an opposition party in a democracy
necessitates the existence of political parties.

Instead of writing needs to have political parties in a
democracy, students write role of ruling parties so, be
careful while answering.

Q5. What is meant by bi-party or two-party system?
Explain its two advantages and disadvantages.
Ans. A country In which only two parties contest elections
to come to power Is called bl-party or two-party
system.
Advantages of this system are as follows:
(I) In this party system, the government Is stable
as it comes to povver by majority.

(i) Inthis system. opposition is strong and effective.

Disadvantages of this systemn are as follows:

(I) Sometimes. it Is consldered as undemocratic as
the ideological chaoice is Umited between two
parties. Also public opinion cannot be expressed
propertly.

() It Is difficult to remove the government and It
can result in the dictatorship of the cabinet. Le.,
the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers
can dictate the nation.

ge BOOSTER

L America has a two-party system comprising of the
Republicans and the Democrats.

)

Q6. What is a multi-party system? Why has India

adopted a multi-party system? Explain.
OR

“Multi-party has been strengthening in India.
Explain the statement. (CBSE2016)
OR
Analyse the role of a multi-party system in a
democratic country like India.  (CBSESQpP 2023-24)
Ans. A multi-party system is one in which maore than two

partles contest electlons.
We have multi-party system In Indla because of the
followlng reasons:

(I) Indla Is a vast country with great soclal and
geographical diversity. People speak different
languages, profess different religions and
pursue different customs and traditions.

() Some areas or reglons are very prosperous
while others are underdeveloped and backward.
As aresult. all the diversities cannot be absorbed
and looked after only by one or two parties.
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(iii) Since multiple party systems allow various
interests and opinions to enjoy political
representation. therefore Indla has adopted this
system.

(lv) A large number of reglonal and state level
parties like DMK. Telugu Desam. Indian National

Lok Dal. Akali Dal and National Conference. etc.
have been established to look after the regional
interests.

Q7. Identify and list the following political parties as

National and Regional political parties:
(i) National Conference

(if) Shiromani Akali Dal
(iif) D.M.K.
(iv) Nationalist Congress Party
(v) Bharatiya Janata Party
(vi) Shiv Sena
(vil) Forward Bloc
(viil) Janata Dal (U)
(ix) Rashtriya Janata Dal
(x) Samajwadi Party
Ans. (I) Natlonal Conference - Reglonal Party
(ii) Shiromanl Akall Dal - Regonal Party
(i) DMK. (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) - Reglonal
Party
(Ilv) Natlonallst Congress Party - Natlonal Party

(v) Bharatiya Janata Party - National Party
(vl) Shiv Sena - Reglonal Party
(vii) Forward Bloc - Reglonal Party

)

)

(CBSE2019)

(viii) Janata Dal (U) - Reglonal Party
(x) Rashtriya Janata Dal - Reglonal Party
(x) Samajwadi Party - Regional Party

Q 8. Define 'Political Party. Describe any four main
challenges faced by the Indian political parties.

OR (CBSE 2020)

Explain/Examine any five major challenges faced
by the political parties In India.
(CBSE 2022 Term-2, CBSE 2023)

Ans. A political party is a group of people who come

together to contest elections and hold power In the

government

The various challenges faced by the Indian political

parties are as follows:

() Lack of Internal Democracy: It Is the most
important challenge which most aof the
political partles face. All over the world. there
is a tendency in political parties towards the
concentration of power In one or few leaders
at the top. The parties do not hold their routine
organisational meetings, fall to conduct thelr
internal elections regularly and refuse to share
Information. Those who disagree with the top
leadership find it difficult to continue in power.
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(i) Dynastic Succession: There are some parties
which are generally controlled by one family.
After father, his son becomes the head of the
party which results in the following:

(a) There are very few ways for an ordinary
worker to rise to the top.

(b) Top leaders favour thelr family members
and friends.

(c) Members who do not have adequate
experience or popular support come to
occupy positions of power Just because they
belong to a particular family.

(ili) Money and Muscle Power: The third challenge
Is about the growing role of the money and
muscle power In parties which Is spedally
observed during electlons. Rich people and

companies who give funds to the parties tend
to Influence the policles and decislons of the
party. In some cases. parties take help from
criminals to win electlons.

(iv) Lack of Meaningful Choices to the Voters: The
fourth challenge Is that very often parties do
not seem to offer a meaningful choice to the
voters. In our country, all political parties have
basically the same ideologies and policies. Thus.
people have no real option available to them.

(v) Negative Politics: Most of the political parties

follow negatlve poltics. le., ust criticlsing the

opposite party. This diverts the attention of the
people from the core issues. (Any four)

Q9. “Lack of internal democracy within parties Iis the
major challenge to political parties all over the
world." Analyse the statement. (CBSE 2015, 16)

Ans. There are various reasons for lack of internal
demaocracy within the polltical parties:

(I) Parties do not keep membership reglsters. do
not hold organisational meetings and do not
canduct Internal elections regularly.

(i) Ordinary members of the party do not get
sufficlent Information on what happens Inslde
the party.

(iif) They do not have the means needed to Influence
the decisions. So, the leaders assume greater
power to make decisions In the name of the
party.

(iv) Since very few leaders exercise paramount
power In the party, those who disagree with
the leadership find It difficult to continue In the

(v) Personal loyalty to the leader becomes more
important than the loyalty to party principles
and policles.
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Q 10. "Dynastic succession is one of the most serious
challenges before the political parties.” Analyse
the statement. (CBSE2015)

Ans. Dynastic successlon is the major challenge for the
political parties in India due to the following reasons:

()

(i1)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

AN

Since most political parties do not practise
open and transparent procedures for their
functioning, there are very few ways for an
ordinary worker to rise to the top in a party.

Those. who happen to be the leaders. are in a
position of unfair advantage to favour people
close to them or even their family members.

In many parties, the top positions are always
controlled by members of one family. This is
unfair to other members of that party.
Dynastic succession does not allow the grass
root level workers to reach the top.

If one looks at the database of all the MPs in the
Parllament. one can find that less than 50% of
the MPs come into politics from the grass roat
levels, while most of the women MPs entered
the politics through family connections.

Dynastic succession is the major factor
responsible for lack of internal democracy in a

political party. Due to lack of Internal democracy.
some leaders assume greater power to make
decisions In the name of the party.

Due to dynastic succession. many parties are
unable to hold regular elections for the top leader.

g8 BOOSTER

In Indig, the Congress Party faces this challenge as the
President Is usually of the Gandhl family.

Q11. Describe the efforts to reform political parties in
India. (CBSE2020)

OR

Describe any five efforts made to reform political
parties in Indla. (CBSE2017)

OR

What steps can be taken to reform the political
parties in Indla? Suggest any four steps.

(CBSE 2016)

Ans. Measures to strengthen/reform political parties In
Indla are as follows:

(i)
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Provision of State Funding of Elections: The
provision of state funding of elections should
be made. The government should glve parties
money to support their election expenses. This
support could be given In kind or In cash on the
basis of the votes secured by the party In the
last election.

(i) Regulation of Internal Affairs of Political
Parties: A law should be made to regulate

the Internal affalrs of political parties to
maintaln a register of its members, to follow
its own Constitution. to have an independent

authority.and to hold open elections for the
highest posts.

(iii) Provisions to Minimise the Number of
Candidates: It should be made mandatary for
political partles to glve a minimum number
of tickets about one-third to the women
candidates. There should be a quota for women
in the decislon-making bodies of the party.

(iv) Pressure on Political Parties: People can put
pressure on political parties through petitions,
publicity and agitations. QOrdinary cltizens,
pressure groups and movements and media
can play an important role in this. In this regard.
if political partles feel that they would lose
public support by not taking up reforms, they
would become more serlous about reforms.

(v) Provision of Elections: The Election Commission
passed an order making it necessary for
political parties to hold their organisational
elections and file their income tax returns. The
parties have started dolng so but sometimes [t
Is a mere formality.

Q12. Evaluate the significant distinction between
the national and reglonal parties and assess the
requirements for a regional party to become a
natlonal party. (CBSE SQP 2023-24)

Ans. Difference between national and regional parties
are:

S.No. National Parties Regional Parties

(I) | National partles are Reglonal partles’ power
powerful in the nation, | is limited to a specific
it deals with national region or state only.
issues.

National parties' actions | Regional parties’

offer preference to operations are confined

natlonal Issues over to the country or the

reglonal problems state in which they
work,

cancentrating mostly
on local issues.

(iii)

Instances of national Instances of reglonal
partles are the BJP., parties are DMK, AAM
Congress and BSP. Aadml Party.

A regional party must gain at least 6 per cent of the
total votes In lok sabha or assembly elections In
four states to be a national party and win at least
four seats In lok sabha.
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& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions

Q1. What is the guiding philosophy of Bharatiya Janata

Party?

a. Cultural nationallsm

b. Rellglan above all

C. No discrimination on the basis of caste
d. Equal opportunity for all

Q2. Which of the following institutions in India has

passed an order for every candidate who contests
elections to file an affidavit giving details of
property and criminal cases?

a. Supreme Court of India

b. Election Commission of India

c. Constitution of Indla

d. All of the above

Q 3. The rise of political parties is directly linked to the

Q4.

emergence of:

3. monetary democracies

b. direct democracies

C. representative democracies
d. constitutional democracies

“Political parties are most visible institutions in a

democracy.’ Identify the incorrect statement.

a. Even less educated cltizens know about political
parties.

b. Ordinary citizens’ democracy is equal to political
parties.

c. Partles have become Identlfied with soclal and
political divislons.

d. Most people in a democracy are not critical of
political parties.

Q5. Which of these is true regarding the party system

of any country?

a. The constitution lays down party system.

b. No country can choose its party system.

c. People choose their party system.

d. Important leaders choose their party system.

Q6.

Q7.

Assertion (A): Generally, political parties do not
conduct internal elections reqularly.

Reason (R): Personal loyalty to leaders becomes
more important than the principles of the party.

Assertion (A): In a democratic country, any group of
citizens is free to form a political party.

Reason (R): Without the political parties, the utility
of the government will remain uncertain.

Source Based Question

Q8.

Read the source given below and answer questions
that follow by choosing the most appropriate option:

Basically political parties fill poliucal offices
and exercise political power. Parties do so by
performing a scnes of functions:

e Parties contest elecuons: In most democracies,
elections are fought mainly among the candidates
put up by political parties. Parties sclect their
candidates in different ways. In some countrics,
such as the USA, members and supporters of a
party choose its candidates. Now more and more
countries are following this method. In other
countries like India, top party leaders choose
candidates for contesting elections.

e Parties put forward different policies and
programmers and the voters choose from them.
Each of us may have different opinions and views
on what policies are suitable for the socicty. But
no government can handle such a large variety of
views. In a democracy, a large number of similar
opinions have to be grouped together to provide
a direction in which policies can be formulated
by the governments. This 1s what the parties do.
A party reduces a vast multitude of opinions
into a few basic positions which it supports. A
government is expected to base its policies on the
line taken by the ruling party.

Parties play a decisive role in making laws for a
country. Formally, laws are debated and passed
in the legislature. But since most of the members
belong to a party, they go by the direction of the
party leadership, irrespective of their personal
opinions.

Assertion and Reason Type Questions .

Directions (Q. Nos. 6-7): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reason (R). Read the staterments and choose the correct option:

a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true

and Reason (R) is the correct explanation of

Assertion (A). e
b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but

Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of

Assertion (A).
c. Assertlon (A) Is true. but Reason (R) s false.
d. Assertion (A) Is false. but Reason (R) Is true.

Parties form and run governments as w¢ noted
last year, the big policy decisions are taken by
political executive that comes from the political
parties. Parties recruit leaders, train them and
then make ministers to run the government in
the way they want.
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e Those parties that lose in the elections play
the role of opposition to the parties in power,
by voicing different views and criticising
government for 1ts failures of failures or wrong
policies. Opposition parties also mobilise
opposition to the government.

e Parties shape public opinion. They raise and
highlight 1ssues.

e Partics provide people access 1o government
machinery and welfare schemes implemented
by governments.

Which method is more popular in USA to choose a

candidate for a political party?

a. Members and supporter of a party choose
candldates.

b. Party leaders choose candidates.

c Members of important business arganisations
choose candidates.

d. None of the above

In democracy how the policies can be formulated
by the governments?

a. From a large number of oplnions, best are
selected.

b. Party reduces a large number of opinions into
some basic principles.

C. Prime Minlister selects the policies.
d. President suggests which are to be accepted as
policies.

For making a law, members of the legislature go by
the:

a. direction of the party leadership.

b. their personal choice.

c. direction of the Presldent

d. Both a. and c.
Opposition parties can play their role:
a. by voicing different views from the ruling party.

b. by criticlsing governments for Its fallures or
wrong policies.

c. by mobllsing opposition to the government.
d. All of the above

(v) Who chooses the candidates for contesting
elections in India?
a. Members and supporters of the party
b. Top party leadership
c. The existing government

d. None of the above.

(vi) Two statements are given in the question below as
Assertion (A) and Reason (R). Read the statements
and choose the appropriate option:

Assertion (A): Political parties play a major role in
democracy.

Reason (R): Political parties are rightly called the
government in disquise.

a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
?e).asun (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
A).

b. Bath Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) is not the caorrect explanation of
Assertion (A).

c. Assertlon (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) is false. but Reasan (R) is true.
Very Short Answer Type Questions

Q9. Why has India adopted a multi-party system?
Explain.

Q 10. What are the two ways for carrying out political
reforms in a democratic country?

Short Answer Type Questions

Q1. Why can’t modern democracies exist without the
political parties? Explain any three reasons.

Q12. “Nearly everyone of the state parties wants to get
an opportunity to be a part of one or the other
national level coalition.” Support the statement
with arguments.

Q 13. Howdo moneyand muscle power playan important

role in elections? Explain.

Long Answer Type Questions

Q14. What is meant by national parties? State the
criteria for recognising a party as National and
State party.

Q 15. Examine any two institutional amendments made
by different institutions to reform political parties
and their leaders.
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